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As a below-named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

I believo I om an original, first, and joint inventor of tho subjwl muUor wlHoh is 
described and claimed in U.S. Patent No. 5,631,827. entitled LOGISTICS SYSTliM FOR 
AUTOMATING TRANSPORTATION OK GOODS, granted May 20, 1997, and for which a 
reissue patent application was filed on May 20, 1999, now pending as Reissue Application 
No. 09/315,680. 

I have reviewed and understand all tho amendments that have been made to the 
present reissue application and tho claims, including the amendment filed herewith, as shown 
in Exhibit A, attached hereto. 

Every error In tho patent which is corrected in the present reissue application) 
and which Is not covered by a prior oath and/or declaration submitted in this 
application, arose without any deccptivo intention on my part. 

1 acknowledge the duly to disclose information which is material to patonlablliiy as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, I verily believe the original patent to be wholly or partly 
inoiTorativo or invalid, tbr tho reasons dcseribod belowi 

Q by reason ofa defective specification or drawing. 

1^ by reason of tho patentee claiming more or loss than ho had the right to 
claim in tho patent. 

G by reason of other errors. 
In addition to the one or more errors deijcribed in previously submitted declarations, at least 
one error upon which the reissue application is based is described as follows: 

A plurality of carriers and a plurality of rate servers as recited in Claim 1 is an oitor 
because the claimed subject matter does not require the plurality. A claim including a single 
carrier and a single rate server would be pateulnble. Accordingly, tho patentee claimed loss 
than he had a right to claim in the patent, 
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I hereby declare that all slatomonts made hetchi of itiy own knowledge m iriio and 
that all statements made on infomiation and boHof arc believed to bo Iruo; and further that 
these stalomonls were made with the knowledge that willful false statomonls and the like so 
made arc punishable by tine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that 
such wlllftil false statomonts may jeopardize the validity of the application, any i)aiont issuing 
thereon, or atiy patent to which this declaration is directed. 

My rosldonco, mailing address, and eitl/onship are as slated below next to my name. 

l-'nll Name of First rnventor: PliTliR NICIIOLr.S 

Inventor's 

Signature: Nfti;i-fitisppn?jy9 I^»to; 

Citizenship! Great Britain 

I^st Known Residence and Mailing Address; Rue Dcs Touristes, 17; 1 170, Brussels, Belgium 



1-ull Name of Second Inventor: ROBERT KINYON 
Inventor's y ^ 

Signature: /<<^V/> ^ - — - Date: 2lChe> 

Cilizonshipi ' United States 

Residence and Mailing Address; 1511 H. 2l"St., Tulsa, OK 741 14 USA 



Full Name of Third Inventor: JEFF SKAISTIS 

Invontor'8 ~^--r^^-p^ ) i 

Sigitaturc: ^S^ ^^^yC--^ — • Date: 

Citizenship: 7^ United States 

Rosldonco and Mailing Address: 6014 H. 57'" Pi., l\ilsft, OK ?4135 USA 

Full Name of Fourth Inventor: STB VB JOHNSON 
Inventor's 

Signature: ■ Non-Responstve , Date: 

Citiiscnship: United States 

Last Known Residence and Mailing Address: 5325 South Toledo Ave., 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74105 
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Ifull Namo of Fourth Inventor: ANDY LOCKKR 

SignSe: ^ 2^ _ Date: t/SAfi-^^ 

Cilizemhip: ^nj^Ucd States 

Residence and Mailing Address: 2806 E. 85"* St., Tulsa, OK 741 37 USA 



Full Name of l''ourlh Invwilor: 

Inventor's 
Signature; 



CiliKonship: United States 

Residence and Mailing Address: 12504 East 79'" Court North, Owasso, OK 74055 USA 



Full Name of Fourth Inventor: SCOTf HOWARD 

Date: J^AA^K^ 

C'itizciiship: United States 

Residence and Mailing Address; 5 140 S. Marion Ave., Tulsa, OK 74135 USA 
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EXnmiTA 

Claim 1. (Amendgd) A logistics management tool to facilitate tlic process of 
shipping goods by a shipper via & soiected one of a plurality of carrlois, 
comprlsitig: 

a plurality of mto sorvors comprising computor-imptomontod rate storage and 
calculating means, at least one rate server for each of said plurality of carriers, 
at least one of said rate servers having message processing means for sending, 
receiving and handling messages; 

at least one of said rate servers liaving database means for maintaining a 
record of [the] rates applicable to a given one of said carriers and further 
having an embedded set of predefined methods representing (the] rale 
computation mles of said given one of said carriers; 

at least one client application comprising computer-implemented input and 
output moans sopaiato IVoni said rate servers and having a user interface to 
permit the shipper to [interact with said logistics management tool in order to] 
process [the] a shipment of goods; 

at least one of said rate servers having a shipper interface means for defining a 
sot of operations accessible to said client appHeation; the set of operations 
representing [the] a proeedure by which the shipper ships goods to thereby 
isolate the set of operations by which [a] ^aid shipper ships from [the] mlcs by 
which [a] gaisl carrier transports; 

at least one supervisory server for integrating operations of said M. least one 
rale server, and for tnalting said operations accosslblo to said client 
application, said supervisory server having message processing means for 
sending tKiossagos to and receiving messages from said at leatit one rate server 
and said client application and for handling messages sent and received based 
upon a predefined sot of rules, 



Claim 2. ^Amended) The tool of claim 1 ftirther comprising a scripting 
system communicating with said client application for modifying at least one 
of said set of operations representing the procedure by whieh the shipper ships 
goods, 

Claim 3. ( I'ending ) lire tool of claim 1 wherein said client application 
comprises a shiptnents client for rating and documenting a group of packages 
comprising a shipment being processed by the shipper. 
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Claim 4.. (Ssudiag) Tlw tool of claim 1 whorcin said client application 
coinprises a packages client for rating and documonting a single piece of 
shipment being processed by the shipper, 

Clfliin 5. (Amended) The tool of claim 2 wherein said scripting system is a 
script administration client comprising [one of) said client application[s]. 

Claim 6. (Amended ^ Tlio tool of claim 1 wherein said client application 
comprises a carrier rate adjustments client having a user intertttce operable to 
, allow [thej a wser to alter the predefined methods ropix)se»ting the rate 
computation rules. 

Claim 7. (Amondod) The tool of claim 1 further comprising a document 
sei-ver for providing printing services to said client application. 

Claims. (Ponding ) The tool of claim 7, wherein said printing services 
include printing documents generated to effect shipment. 

Claim 9. (Ponding') The tool of claim 1 wlioroin said rato server is installed 
on a first computer system and wherein said client application is installed on a 
second computer system, the first and second computer systems being coupled 
together over a tretwork. 

Claim 10. (Ajncndcd) The tool of claim 1 flulUer comprising 
external processing manager for providing communications services to permit 
said client application to request and receive data from an external database 
not supoi-vised by said supervisory seivcr. 

Claim It, (Amended) The tool of claitn 10 (wherein said logistics 
management tool is installed under] . Airther comprising an operating system 
which provides a command inteq^reter facility and wherein said external 
pfooossiiig manager interfaces with said operating system to use said 
command interpreter facility to provide said communications services, 

Claim 12. (JPsnding) The tool of claim 1 1 whorcin said command intciprcter 
facility is responsive to a prcdofinod command set and wherein said external 
processing manager includes means integrated with said command interpreter 
facility for supplementing said predefined command sot. 
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C\a\)\\ 113. ^^mended^ A lottisttos management svstotn to facilitotoibg 
procoss Qf shipp in g gopds by ft shipper via a carrier, comprising: 

a t'^to sQivpr comprising comtiutcr-imnlomenteci rate storage aini fialfiiilatiufi 
means, said rate server having , message processing means for sending, 
receiving and handling messages: 

said rate server having database mcatis for maintaining a record of rates 
a pplicable to said 'oattier and further having an embedded set of medefined 
methods representing rate computation riilos of said carrier; 

at least o>]c client a p plioation compiigmg-gomputet'-itiiplemented input and 
output n^oa"s separate from said ratp server and having a user inter face to 

iMq.iiUhs.shipR,q!;.,to.pmcosss 

said rate server having a shimior interface means for defining a get of 

operations apceasible- to said olient a p plications the set of opemtioii« 

rqprcsentinii a nroceduro bv wliich the shipper ships goods to tligrob v isolatfi 
the set of operations bv which said shipper ships from rules bv which said 
carrleg tmnsporta; 

at least one supervisory server for integrating operations of said rate server, 
and for making aaid operations accesaible to satd clioiit_iiPPUcatl.Qr>.-gMi 
supervisory server having message processing ineans for sendin g messages to 
and receiving messages from said rate server and said client application and 
for handling mos.v{ages Mont and received based upon a predefined set of niles. 

Claim 14. (-Amended) 'Iho svstom of claim 13 further comprising a 
g.^yjp*l'?j^ gygt^"^ <'°'"'j)^!!Vi^ whh jft^4 pMptH ft ppljyfttion for modifying at 
least one of said set of operations representing tho procedure hv which the 
shi pper ships gQods.L 

Claim IS. fAtnciide4) The system of , claim 13 wherein said client 
ap plioation comprises a shlpmeats. client tiat ia^itig and documenting a grou p 
of packages comprising a sh ipment being processed bv tho ahiopor. 

Clalu^lti. fA^tM#^0 '^'^^6 system of claim 13 whoroln , .^fti^l , cilient 
application cgmprises a packages client for rating and documenting a single 
piece of shipm ent bein g processed bv tlio shipper 

Claim 17. fAmotKled) The svstom of claim 14 wherein said ^scripting 
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Claim 18. (Atnonded) The system of claim 13 wherein sal^l clioi^t 
applioation ootnprises a carrior latc adiustmonta client having a iisor interfftco 
opotablo to allow a user to alter the predefined methods lepresentina the rate 



Claim 19. rAmendod^ 
lont soi'vor fi 



Th^ syi^tepi <}\mm 1? %ai,p,t: co,mpri$ing ^ 
-yicos to said ptipt 



C'lat»V^Q^ , (A!mdfid) The system of claim 19 wherein said printing 

scrvicos ii^chtdos printing dootmionts ecticfftlcd to offoot shipmen t. 

Claim 21. f Amended) Tho system of claim 13 wherein said rate server 
Js installed on a first cQm pu tgr gyMem and wherein said client a p pHoation is 
inatallod on a second computer system, the first and second computer systems 



Claim J;?. (Twipp Amended) The system of olaim 13 . furthpr cqmprising an 
oxtornal p yopos^ltig tnanag or for providing communications sorvtcos to permit 
said client applipation to request and rccoivo data from ai^ external database 

Claim , 23. (Amondied) The system of plaim 22. ftnthcr eoinorisina an 

said external- pmg,es.sing^ manager interfaces with said opcratin fj; ,sytit<?m to use 
said command interpreter facility to provide said communications services. 

Claim 24. (Amondcd) Tiie system of olaim 23 wherein said command 
intorprqtgr facility is responsive to a predefined pomroand apt i^nd wherein said 
oxtornal processing manafror inQlu^tos nwans intoaratod with said command 
interpreter facility for supplementing said predefmed command set. 

Q^im 2?, (Amt;mlv^» , . Tho, gystoi]VQf 1 ? whQfPin fflid, vnto server 
19 ^^l^^l^^t^^^ a"sccoml ^vSm, Sie fi^tTidVeco ' d cm "'^ ^^ ^^^^ITmi'^ 

communicating over a alobal-wido area network. 

Claim 2(?T (Am^ndgd) , The system Qf p\m \h Wllprohi |ho supervi?py); 
server comprises an interprocess communication mechanism for passing 
messages between the rate server and tho client application. 
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Claim 27. (Thtoc timos Amonded^ A logistioa maim&emonl svsicni to 
faoiiitato tho procoss shipptpe; gpods by ft slilppor via a carrier, comprising; 



carrier tran<ipprt^; 



a client at^pHcation. connected to the network , having a sot of inles bv which 
,gj>id„fil^.ippef i^hip?; mi 

a supervisory server, connected to tho network, throitgh which said rato soivcr 
and . $aid oUgnt amilicBtion roeister to establish a mutual message 
communication capability bv which said rato server and said cliont application 
thereafter pass messages independently of said superyisorv server over an 
itUoyfacQ between them, said intorntco isolating tite set of rules , bv w|ijo)i t fto 
shipper i?hip»' ^xm tlw to which th(? c?ftn'i?r imh?ports. 

.Ctatm.?l/,X:^!wiofi.Amg,L\<l9il)Thg 8ygt(?m,Q.ffiiflk,^7,wh'?f<?itv. 

the cHont application includos a client interface for co mmunioatina with the 
cliont a 

the nue server is c onfigure d to communlcato with t he client appli catioi^ yift tl^p 

Claim 29. rfwioeAmondcdVrho system of claim 27. wherein the messaguij 
compris<?: 

at least otto medotlned reguoet message issued |>v the cliant n pplioatiQ n to tlw 
rate sorvor; apd 

at loa^t QUO predefined icsponso mossago is^i fi pd by the rato server to tho clioi;^ 
application. 

0<^Ut^ 30. (Twice Amendod)'i'he system of claim 29. whoroin; 

tilgJ ?a^Mm«.d.X(j.tiUfiSt nKSsago includes a weight and a delivetv date for a 
package to bo shlp pp<,|; and 

\\\^ prffcfpftnp;! W^PWse t»essf^8SillQ.hLdj>s.a.fiMMs{llil}pj»«,th^ 

Claim 31. rrwice Amcndcd'tThe system of claim 27. whorein the set of rules 
bv whiQh (h<? Qarrior transports comprises a ktiowlodco base of ratg stmctur<^s 
and carrier practioes pertaining to the carrier. 
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Claim 32. ri\vico Amonded^The fivatom o f claim 11. wherein the set of niles 
b y which the shipper sjhips compri!;e$ a knowlcdgo basQ of shi p pet^g rules. 

EgB^)fnj9»9 pi'^<?tiff?$ pei:ti^^iin«,,fe?.ihfi.6b,'ppgri 

-Cl Stf>]gi,gg.v, (Amended^ The system of claim 32. wherein the knpwlc dgg 

k^Q..fif-.tlio_shipper's,,,mig§,..igg\iift pfflptivgg 9PB)pri8Qs ftilQ^, rot 

taking orders for goods from customers, paokaaing tho goods, and shipping 
the goods to customets. 

Cl^}itt34^ (Amended) The syst^pj of ^laim 27. wherein the client 
appltcation.ikijli[er eompdses a user interface for CQll ootlng in put information 
from a user about a dcsitcd shipping pporatipn ^p d Tor providing output 
infontiation. 

Claim 35. (Twice Amo.ndcd'HhQ system of claim 27. wherein the 
supervisory ijorver engages an inter p rocess communication mechanism to 
faoilitato mosaaao passage botwcon liio rate soivor and t itc cHpnt application. 

Claim 36. (Twice Amonded^The systen\ of claim 35. wl^eroin tho 
intorprocoss oopnnnt^icatlon mechanism is sclcetcd from the group consisting 

sockets, atid mall slots. ^ 

Claim 37. (Amended) Ttio system of claim 35. further comprising an 
a ppHofttion programs. 

< ^in<m3$f (Amended), _^„ , /rho i^ystom of olaim 35. fiiy^lipy qpmprlsiiifl a 
device manager for interfacing with external peripheral devices. 

Claim 39. ClVico AmendodVi'lio svstcnt of claim 35. wherein tho client 
a pplication further comprises, a document server for printing of a shipp in g 
document. 

Claim 40. (Twtcu Amended) The system of claim 33, further comprising a 
document administration object for oxtondina cotnmunic atlon standards for 
tho intoiprocoss communication mechanism. 

Claim 41. (Amende^) Tho svs|c n ^ of claim 27 whcrpin t ho rato server 
is installed on a firgt c omputer system and wherein tlio client application is 
installed on a second computer svstom. the first and second computer systems 
■O-Ommunicating over a alobal-wido area network. 
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process of slijppjog goods by a $l)ipp<^r via a oaTrlor. opmprisipg: 

iLr.ftte,sgmL.imyiii8Lfl..!:sswi of 9n<? or mm ffltg? ftppll^flW'? to m4 mmsm<^ 

furtj:^cr having an embedded set of predefined methods representing rate 
i ?p|i^ip i; ^ ,t ^tlQn mles of said carrier, said rate server being connected to a network 
for sonding^ re^^^ ^UQg^i ^pQ s; 

least one client appljcation connected to said network and is seDtimtelv 
looatod Trom said rate tiorvor on said network^ said oliont application hayi ng a 
tf.SSjQt,j< ) t<? tfafie tQ . pew i t titc shi p per , to pi:oc , css shipment s pfgqods,; 

said. rat<? server, having a shipper intorfaoo for defining a sot of opoiations 
accessible to said clietjt application,, the set of pporations i^^^ a 
procedure bv which tlio shlppor shios goods to thorobv isolato the set of 
PPpratjojys by wh ships from nilcs by which said cantict 

transports; and 

at bast one suporvlsorv server for making said operations of said rate server 
accessibl y to said client appHoatioa. said supervlsoty server bcinft connected 
.tp 8i)id net\york fpv^gp dii jg n]ogsago^^ rcgojying^mossagos from said ratp 
server and said client appiication and for handling messages sent and received 

Claim 43. .QVicp Ai;i;off)Acd)Tho system of claim 42. wherein: 

ttip ^cllon): a p plication includes a client interface for communicating with the 

the rate server is configured to communicate with the client jtPpljgation via the 
client ffltprfKcQ ^ 

^M}}\3^' t^Twice Amendedll'he system of claim 42. wherein at least one 
pt#!;|6[f'i'M^ ^ req uest message iii^iidiMg A weigli,t .a^iijJ .ft^^ date for g 

package to bo ^hipped is issued bv the client application tp the rate soivcr; and 

at least one predefined rosppn^e jnesggge iiiohiding a coat for shi ppin g thq 
nackago is issued bvJjiQ rate seyyer to the client application. 

Claim 45. n\vico AmQndod )1'hp svstpm pf olqim 42. wltcroin iho rate server 
includes a knowledge be^sp of rate staicturcs and carrier practices pertaining to 
the carrier, 
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C\^\\yi^6. rrwice AmendedVl'he system of oMm 42. wliQml>LJhP-.-QlkOi 
application liioludos a knowledge baso of the shipper's loractic es pertaining to 

Claim 47. (Twioo Amondo^Vl ho systom of claim 46. whetein the knowledge 
base of the shipper's practices inolud es niles for taking orders for goods from 

C ^tiff 48. (Amondcd> Hie sys tem of olaitn 42. wherein the stmerviwrv 
server inchidcg an iiitorprocos^ communication moohanism for paasing 
messages between |he rate server and the client applicatiQn. 

ClnUii 49» (cftftggkd) 

Claim 50. HVice AmendedVrite system of claim 49. wherein the 
intqrprocoss coninnmication mechanism is selected from the group consisting 
of shared memory, semaphores, named pi|)es. queues. siHnals. netbios. 

Cla^uiSl. (Amoudcd ^ The svsCom of claim 49 furHior eompdsiii« m 
external pt;^occssing manager for interfacing with oxtpnml. data bases or othoi; 
application programs. 

Claim 52f f Amende!:!) , Tfte system of claii^v4^ further comprising a 

device manager for interfacing with external peripheral devices. 

Claim 53. (Twice Amendod)Tho system of claim 49. wherein the client 
applioation fuitlier includes a document server gor printing a shi pping 
dooiimcnt. 

Claim 54. (Ajnet^de^) yhc .systfitQ pf ff ) sin,i42, whcroin said rate server 
is installed on a first computer system and wherein said client applioation is 
installed on a second computer system, the first and second computer systems 
commimicating over a global-w ide area network. 
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Claim 55. f Previously Atnoiidfed^ A iQgislicg JMaamiiont motllQil Jhi' 
f^Pi lit n ti n g Jk pr«?t?'?^^ (>f shipping gPPtls l>Y-a.skipp.g.r..Ji.a...a .carrier* said 
shi pper having a cotttputer-iiTiplgtnented client a pplication, that has access to. a 

■ftQtwQrk.ffi.iirf-wlxigh j5JglftM^JQ,..s^\ippll^y,sai4.gQ,<)(}^s,sai4,.ff^{^^^^^^ 

having a set of rules bv which the shipper ships, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a rate sciypr ht^ving a set of rules by which the carrier transports In 
prdQi- to dotortttino data rolatod tp shinning tho goods: 

lirgyMIng MgMg tQ M t d rate server on said network .fl^<air?ll\^ glj^ f|pp|i<? atiQn 
such tht|tt said rate sorvor is soparatoly located from said client application on 
said networks and 

gommunicating: tho detejanined -datfl frpm said, rate, server to said olteni; 
application through an interprocess communication mechanism connected to 

5aM..^g.tm.t:l<Lfljw}.l<?^>?l^y }?<?iftiiiig..tk,,gfirpf ui»9g i^y whigh th<? ?hipm-§iilpg 

from tho nilos by which tho carrier transports. 

Claim f Ponding) Tho method oCclaim. 55 further comnrisina the, ston of: 
oommunioatm^^ t^^^ data to t he oHont applloation thfonah an 

\mm ft % m ^ ^^ nmm by thg cii<?.nt app^ff^tjgQ.tp.^hp ratp.M:vgr;aM 

issuing a rosponso inpssago bv the rate server to tho client application. 

.<;!at»iM.....fAmmig^t) ,Th9..mgth.Qd..fi.f ^7. 

the reouest message includes a weight and delivorv date for a packa ge to be 
shi pped; apd 

the fospotisp ipogs^ ago includes a cost for shi ppiti g the paokag o^ 
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ClaliitSP. (Previously Attveoded') The mot|i .o> d,^ p„f ,p,Laim 55 fiiftlioi: 

comprising th? stop of: 

pfpv|dinp tl^o ra^Q sptvor with q kn<)w|cdpo l^aso of rate stnictiiros and catfior 
Claim <)0. (Pi:9vMslvA»»o»tlod^ Tlio method pf claim 55 llirthor 



prov}dinfi tho oHom am 
practices nertaining to.theshjtjnet, 

Clatni ^1. (Twice AmondcdVrho method of claim 60. whorcin tho _l^np\yl<?dgo 
j^aso of tho shippor's prapticos inchidos ndos fo for gopds fron^ 
SA gg|Bg^ja£^| g th ^ gQod^. and , ship ptt^g \U fiOOCiS Afl-,.fij;iStea^JK: 

Clah|i (52. (PendinaV Ttio niothod of claim 55 futthof CQiPPriiiint; thff gt0P oA 
CQllectjnR yja a user interface input information from a user about a desired 

<Maii ^3. fPeiidlnel 'iTie method oiolaim 55 furthei.gomprigit)i:( «x^teP.Q t\ 
providing _tm interprocess communication mechanism for pass ing messages 

tee.g,i](..t.te,TOt9 ijgrv^Enmt th? oli<?'U,.9PulipMi9n» 

Claim 64, rPreviously Amended) The method of claim 63, wherein the 
infe rpropo88 contmun ioalion mcohanism ia aolcQtett from tho flronp.cougiatitift 
of shared momoty, somaphotes. named pipes, queues, signals, netbios. 

.^ockptg. ana.mftil jlQfe 

Claim 65. (Amondodi Tho method of claim 63 further comprising the 

providing an^qxternj^l processing manager for interfacing with c^tcmal d.ata 
bases or other application programs- 
Claim 66. (Amended) The method of claim 63 further compriain g tho 

providitig A ctevice manager for ii;itftrCacmg with oxtemal peripheral devices^ 
Page 13 of 19 
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C\^\\\} 61. (Proviouplv Amended^ The method of claim 63 fuiHier 
cpniprislng tho stop Qfi 

(jocument. 

Cjj|lm 6gv tho stops of;, 

iitstallitifi the rate server on a first compttter system, with the client a m )li<?ntion 
boing a second oomputor system i and 

Claim 70. (Previously Canceled) 



Cli^ini 71v (TwicQ At^o»l^od)A iQgts^ics managQ^^^^ to fat^ilttato the 



I: of mlcs bv which said 
whi< 



ft rate servpr. connected to a network, haying a i 
cat rlof ltans { )ot ts; 

3ijgMMtJt ppfe#'P"^ cppnect ^d to the network. 

a superviso ry server, connected to the ne twork , with which said rate server a nd 
said client application register to fac ilitate comminiication of messages 
between said rate server and said client application independently of said 
sii petvisQrv server: anct 

an intctfaco associated with at least one of said rate server and said client 
fiPp JIfi^tjQtit MMP)>JsQlatos^ tha ship per ships from tho 

sot of rules bv which the carrier tianspoits. 

1% ,(TvviQff.A?^>ff!ltled),:OiQ.sy,gg,mof q|{^in^ 7t, W)l§r^{n!, 
^ ton ^^£Son! afd "^'^'^^^^^^ ^ oUcM interface for communicating with the 



client j<n<?rfa<?g. 
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aaloi73. (Twtco Amondcdniio svstom o f glaim 71, wh oroin the messages 

at least one predefined request messapo Issued bv the client app lication to (he 
rate server; and 

at least ono prederu^gd tespome message issued bv the rate sorycr to tho ollont 

C)MvL} 74. fProylously Amended^ Tho svsteni of Claim 73. whoreim 

the at least one predefined requesjiniessago includes a weight and a dollvorv 
date for a packaeo to bo shipped; and 

the at least one prcdcflii^gd ro a cost for shipping the 

pagkflge. 

Clahn 75. (Prey tously Amqi\dqd) Tho system of Qlaini 71 , wherein the set 
Qf nilcs bv which tho carrier transports comprisos a knowlcdgo base of rate 

Mfl]giuK§.M<lfimky.p.m<;<ifi'?9 p^mi^^i^g tp th<? <>mm, 
Qfi^mJiLi^mm^hMmi^s^^). ,..Xte..sygJsRipf,,C.lw.7^^ 

of rules b v which the shi pper ships comprises, a ■knQwlgdM.MS-g.-Of..shipp.(gr's 
practices pertaining to the shipper. 

Clahn 77. rProviouslv Amended^ The svstem of Claim 76, whorciti the 
knowledge base of the shipper's practices commises mles for taking ordeig for 
tfood firom oustomgrs. paokaging tho ggods. ^nd ship ping the goods to 
customers. 

Claim 78. fPendine't The system of Claim 71. wherein tho oliont apnlioation 
furthpr.p,ompri se$ a user interface for collectina input information from a user 

-Claioi79< (l^r^yiQui^ly Ai;t ; ipnd , cd) Tho svstom of Claim 71^.^^whe-t^in the 
facilitato a message pas , sage bcty^eom the rate sorvor and the client applioation. 
Claim <}0i„.(Tw.jfig.Arafi!.u)9!i))Tii9 ?y?t<?m qf Claim 7g, wh<?i:fti,ii tiiff ,'».t(?rp^ppps^ 

commimication itiechanis;ii is selected form the group consisting of shared 
memory, .gemaphoros. named pipes, queues, signals, netbios, sookots. and mail 
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CkMh (AmmM) Thg mt^ Qf Claim 7?rXi.M3ttoj;fli»PMbftjaia 

external processing tnnmaat for inteifflcing with oxternal data bases or other 
a pplication programs. 

Claim 82. (An^endetft Th<? svslert^ of Claim 19, further gqmpr|t>inK 
device manager for interfaoitta with extertial peripheral dmces. 

Clal^n83. (Twice Amendcd^The system of Claim 79. wherein the client 
a ppljc^tlp n flitH^er comprises a dooumetH am.^ for pnntiMH..a..-$.hipm.OH 
dooui»ont. 

Claim 84. nVice Amended^Tha system of Claim 79. further comprigjng a 
document adminisfTrttion object for engaging oon;imunioation standards for the 
intennocess cQnttminication mechani^mt 

Claim 85. f Amended^ llw system of Clajm 7\. wherein the rate soTOr 
is installed on a first computer system atid whereiit the client am)Ucation is 
ingtf^lloc) ^ ?G(?oi\d com puter system, tho Hrst and second computer systems 
communicating over a global-wide area network. 

Claim 86. (Three Titnes Amended) A delivery _ management syslcm. 

cpmprislng; 

at least one rate server having rate information based upon a set of mlcs l>v 
whic^ya carrier dolivors: 

at least one olicm configured to collect inmit information from a user: 

at least one supervisory server including at least one computer configured to 
prpvjd^ ypgistratton servloes to facilitate conununicatioti between the rato 
s etvermd the oliont via. a client/server arohiteeturo utilizing an interprocess 
communication mechai^i^^n. said communication being independent of said 
suporylsory sorvor: and 

whereby rules bv which the user operates are isolated from tho set of nilos bv 
whl9h tl^9,<?rtT,dfi|iYfir§, 

£!l,(>! , lft?7> (An^Q»tlod) U'ho^y?t<^ti^ 9| , fflajtn , 86v^^^^^^^^ 
computer processes are distribute d ac <x)ss a network. 

Ciftlpi (^mnM). , :i:hp,gy?{e^n gf claim 86, y^]m\n ot ]m\ twg of 

tho rate sorvor, the client and the supetyisory server run on a sing le processor. 
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Claim 89. f At tiondc<n Thp wstom or qiaitn 86, wheroin a Mt client, a 
first rate server, and. a flmt supervisory servei' run on a jingle processor. 

Claims 90-98 wore praviously canceled. 

Cy,ni g)),,.,,fAino,nd^ A...lfieiSlifi!?...fliaMgg.tUP<H m\m ftvilitfltv Ulii 

^t^HYfity,.Q.Cg9o4^9QlTipri^ing:, 

a network architeoturo for passing inossagos; 

a gltporvigotv gorvor having a registrar enabling communioation with said 



3t.kM,j?i>^.,ffiMit.jpRtiQ ^ gpt of ^h'ei^^i' nil^g timl ft first <,\m 

pfooessina $orviop inolwding a first rogistrf^tion sorvico to icaistcr said client 
ap plioutipn with said rcKistrar for cstablisjhinf ! ; a lino of cptnmunlcation 
botwcffii s^i4 oUonf appjigQtlipw ^\}^ ^aftl HiOtwofk ftrchitooturo, t|^,first iiitorlaco 
service-tQ coUect input data, generate a request message based on said input 
data and sald_set-<?f shipper mles and dis^?lav a rosponso message, and a first 
message han dling sotvico to conumniicatQ said request mossago and said 
vesponso message bot wcpn s aid client a p plication and said network 
architcotui'o; aiid 

at least one rate server having a. sot of carrier rules and ^ second data 

i?.rflfifl^s.ia8,iSTOa.inffJn4ipg ^ mm\ t^mMm ggfyigg to regist^f m<^ 

sqrycr wi^h said registrar for establishing a lino of communication boiweon 
said rate server and aaid network aichitc<?turo, tji ^ccfind interface service to 
gaamtftJMi IftSPft^W mm^^ ^m^\ 9»,gftiig9t .9f Ptitxipr rutos and said 
request messa ge, atid a second message handling sorvico to communicate said 
req uest message and said response messa eo between s aid rate server and said 
t^otwork architecture: 

wherein said fust and second message handling sorvices enable 
communication botwcon said at {oast ono oliont application and said at loast 
one rate seizor via said network architecti^o and isolate said set of c^pjei: 
rules fpo;; Mid sot of shipner rules. 

■ClainiL , HO , p. t'Amondcd) The logistics mauagomcnt method <)f claim 55, 

configured to provide registration services to facilitate coumuuiication 
kt>y.eeffj;hfirat^ s^ry^y ^ tho olt^ftt appjipattgn. 
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Claim 101. fPendingI A computer-readabte storage medium oontainiiig 
ft Mt -of qortiputor-executable Instructions for a method Ibr facilitating thq 
prQCMS OF shi pping. gQods by a ship per via a carrier, saijl shippcf having a 
oQmpiiter-impl^ipenled olient application that has access to a iWlworkJuxd 
which is relat&d to shippipg aaid goods, said client application having a sot of 
mlos by which the shionor ships, said set of InstmctiQus. wmmmm. 

providing a rato server having a set of rules bv which the carrier transports in 

pMPJ'JaM'^. m iaaMaj^Miaihjppm&li^ggQp 

pfovidina access to said rate server on said network from thp client application 




) plicatioti on 



cptPtp piuQi ^tipg tho determined data fVom said rato server to said client 
a pplication through an intorprocess communication incchanism connected to 
said nejiwork ai:id thereby isQl.^tAng tbp set qf rules b v w hich the shipper ships. 
from tho rules bv which tho careior transnorts. 

;02. (Ponding') A comt^uter-controUed m^paratus contkured to 
perform a mpth^d for facilitating tlio nrocoss of shinning goods bv a shiptM 
via a carrier, said shipper having a computor-implomontcd client application 
that has access to a network and whidt is related to shiooinK said_«QjKl5._saM 
client applicf^^jo^ having a sot Qf iiilos by which the shipper ships, said method 

providing a rato server having a spt of nilcs by which the catrior transports in 
order to dotermit^t! data related to shipping the goodsi 

providing access to said rate server on said network from the client application 
such that said rato server is separately located from said client atj plicaiion on 

§qMj;filw,ft»1^; aii4 

communicatlttg tlie dpti^riained data from said rate serveir to said client 
a ppljpi^tion through an interprqcpss communication mechanism connected to 
said ntflwork and thereby isolating the set of rules by which the shipper ships 
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Claim 103. fAmoiidoa Tho system of Claim 27, wlicrotn tho mcftsaAQ-^ 
comprise: 

at least ono tt rcdcfmod response messag e that inobdos a cost for shiooliie oiio 
oy mofo packages issued bv the rate server to the oliettt anplleation. 



Clajin 104. (Amendodl 
step of: 



The method of Claim 55, further comprising: tho 
issiting a response incssajie bv tho rate soi-vor to tho client application, wherein 
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